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Conference change for JMU?
Athletics report reveals Dukes in good position for move to FBS

Board of Vistors
examines sixyear plan, QEP
Approved plans
presented to the public

JAMES CHUNG / THE BREEZE

JMU’s Board of Vistors and President
Alger met on Friday afternoon.
By LIZ DSURNEY
The Breeze
The Carr Report presented projections for JMU athletic revenues and expenses in 2019 if the school
hypothetically stayed at the FCS level or moved to one of three unidentified sample FBS conferences.
In each of the sample FBS conferences, a smaller percentage of the athletic program would be funded
by student fees compared to if JMU stayed at the FCS level.
By WAYNE EPPS JR.
The Breeze

After over six months of speculation, JMU
released the results of CarrSports Consulting’s
Football Bowl Subdivision Athletics Feasibility
Study after Friday’s Board of Visitors meeting.
The 54-page, $79,000 report, did not give
any specific recommendations on a conference move, but it did detail where JMU’s six
male sports and 12 female sport teams stand
and offered comparison and recommendation
for the university’s next steps.
Based on CarrSports’ assessment of the overall condition of JMU Athletics in comparison
with Football Bowl Subdivision benchmark
schools, the report said JMU is “well-positioned
for a potential transition to FBS.”
But that doesn’t mean a move is coming any
time soon. JMU is still in the process of working
on its strategic plan for the future.
“It’s incredibly important to continue to
remind ourselves that the study was not a
stand-alone,” Deputy Athletic Director Geoff
Polglase said. “The study was an element of
our overall strategic planning process. That
project continues, because we are releasing
this now, it would be premature for us to conclude a strategic planning process while we’re
still gathering feedback and reviewing what is
best for the institution long term.”
Even if JMU had already decided that it wanted to move up to an FBS conference, it would
need an invitation to join one first. The university hasn’t received an invitation.
“At this point, there’s certainly a lot of dialogue out there, but we don’t see any significant
movement as of today in any of the leagues
that would indicate in the immediate future

that something’s going to happen,” Director of
Athletics Jeff Bourne said.
Financially, the report compared total JMU
Athletics-generated revenue, expenses and
university-allocated revenue (student fees)
projections for the 2019 fiscal year. The comparisons put up projections for JMU remaining
in the Football Championship Subdivision next
to three unidentified sample FBS conferences.
The numbers show that generated revenue
in one of the sample FBS conferences would
increase at least $4.4 million compared to if
JMU stayed in the Colonial Athletic Association.
Expenses would also increase by $1.5 million
at the most in one of the sample conferences.
According to the projections, 81 percent of
athletic funding would come from student fees
in 2019 if JMU stayed in the FCS. But that number would decrease to at least 74.8 percent in
one of the sample FBS conferences because
generated revenue will “grow at a larger percentage than expenses with a move to an FBS
Conference,” according to the report.
But a decreased dependency on student fees
in athletics isn’t necessarily something that
would spur a conference move.
“That would be nice to be able to have that,
not have to put it all on the students’ back,”
Charles King, senior vice president of administration and finance said. “But I’m not sure it’s
a motivating factor.”
According to Polglase, JMU is in a good position to stay put as well.
“We may stay where we’re at. That may be
the conclusion,” King said. “But there’s going to
be costs associated with staying where you’re
at also, so I think you have to have the two to
compare to help make a good decision somewhere down the road.”

JILLIAN PAUL / THE BREEZE

Carr Report Details
Final report presented to
administration Thursday night
Report cost $79,000, paid for by
private money
Report is one part of the ongoing JMU
strategic plan for the future
Report doesn’t give any specific recommendations for conference
affiliation but says JMU is in good
condition for a transition to FBS

One of the report’s general recommendations said that JMU should “finalize plans for a
new Convocation Center,” which would make
JMU more desirable to a potential FBS suitor.
A new Convocation Center is something
that’s been in the works long before the CarrSports report went into action, according to King.
The Virginia General Assembly approved
initial plans for the estimated $88 million project two years ago.
But the project hinges on private funding
right now. JMU would like to raise $12-15 million of private money before moving forward
with the plans.
If JMU were to stay in the CAA, a new
Convocation Center is still recommended.
The report says a new arena “Is essential to
the further advancement of JMU Athletics.”
see CARR, page 8

Life is but a stream

Activists, scientists push for protection and preservation of Harrisonburg’s natural water supply
By IJ CHAN
The Breeze

JMU students might not be aware that the water
they’re drinking is coming from the same place they
hike on the weekends.
“Any time any student at JMU turns their faucet
on, that’s where their water’s coming from, so they
should care,” said Lynn Cameron, an activist with
Friends of Shenandoah Mountain.
Students should first be aware of where it’s coming from, Cameron said.
Harrisonburg gets its water from the North River
in Bridgewater and will soon draw water from the
Shenandoah River. However, one-third of Harrisonburg’s water still comes from the Dry River, a
22.6-mile long river that runs along U.S. Route 33
and through the George Washington National Forest. Water also comes from Switzer Resevoir, which
is located about 20 miles from Harrisonburg.
According to Downey, it’s typical for 100 percent
of Harrisonburg’s water supply to come from the
Dry River during the winter and spring months,
when the river has increased flow.
Downey regularly travels to various mountain
streams in the Shenandoah Valley to collect and
test water samples for their health and ability to
sustain aquatic life. Downey said Harrisonburg has
an “interesting” history regarding its water supply.
Underneath Harrisonburg, he said, are layers of
karst, a form of limestone that allows water to seep
through and form natural freshwater springs. These
springs, he added, are located all over Harrisonburg
and even in the downtown area.
“It’s arguable that Harrisonburg exists where it is
because of the location of these springs,” Downey
said.

The Board of Visitors met in Festival
on Friday to discuss various committee reports from current plans for JMU’s
future and announced a few surprises:
no faculty raises for three years and the
plan to reduce out-of-state enrollment.
During the meeting, the State
Council of Higher Education for Virginia presented its six-year plan, the
Madison Vision Series explained its
benefits, such as increased awareness
and importance of education and the
Madison Collaborative discussed success it had with the freshman class.
The approved six-year plan, which is
a requirement for Virginia universities
by the Higher Education Opportunity Act of 2011, was presented by Mark
Warner, senior vice president for Student Affairs and University Planning. It
consists of the finance, academic and
enrollment and degree projections for
the school year.
The six-year plan is a “work-inprogress” and is flexible to represent
the possibilities of change throughout
the year. It serves as a planning tool for
new goals and amended goals, such as
changed to the curriculum and possibility of new majors.
The push for STEM [science, technology, engineering and mathematics]
majors has been relatively successful:
Biology was the most popular declared
major for the class of 2017.
“This has been a focus of the university over the past five years,” Provost
Jerry Benson said.
JMU plans to increase the number of
STEM major students by making sure
the Integrated Science and Technology
and Health and Human Sciences buildings have the best technology available.
The bi-annual 2014-2016 budget
request was approved and presented by
Charles King, senior vice President for
administration and finance. The plan
has a list of ideal future implementations at JMU.
Some included the increase of
Virginia student enrollment, no professor raises within the next few years,
reduction of out-of-state enrollment,
maintain high graduation rates and
establish a student research center for
undergraduates and graduate students.
CarrSports Consulting released its
consulting report, which cost $79,000,
for athletics regarding division change
after the closed session. No decision
was going to made during the meeting, and no university money was
used in the consultation; a private
fund called the JMU Foundation funded the report.
see VISITORS, page 3
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About a third of Harrisonburg’s water supply comes from the Dry River, in Rawley Springs. The Dry River runs
through the George Washington National Forest, which is where many JMU students enjoy outdoor recreation.

Downey said that settlers in the 1800s used the
springs for drinking water, hydrating livestock and
other household tasks. This repeated, unregulated
use ultimately led to the springs being polluted with
chemicals and bacteria, and that’s when the settlers
began looking to the mountain streams and the Dry
River.
Using water from mountain streams, he said, is
preferable to taking water from other rivers like the
North or the Shenandoah, since it involves a more

extensive piping and cleaning process.
“We’re very lucky to have clean water from
[mountain streams], and taking water from the
Shenandoah is expensive,” Downey said.
Cameron, a former JMU librarian, said it’s
important for students and the community to pay
attention and care about the state of the mountain
streams and George Washington National Forest,
see STREAMS, page 3
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Head coach Mickey Matthews walks with
freshman running back Khalid Abdullah after
Saturday’s game. What are they talking about?
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com and get published.
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A.D. Jeff Bourne (third from left) and other JMU administrators
reveal the CarrSports report and discuss the future of JMU football.
Watch exclusive coverage at breezejmu.org/multimedia.
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No room for business

College of Business popularity and growth leaves students with little room to study

Laura Wilkins / contributing photographer

In the lobby of Zane Showker Hall, students look for a place to sit, study and hold group meetings. It’s hard for students in group-orientated classes to find a place to collaborate.
By Chris Kent
contributing writer

Walking into Zane Showker Hall feels like walking into a
bustling corporate building, with the humming of laptops
as students study for their classes, the lobby brimming with
people and students finding any and every open space to
sit down and work.
“You’ll walk around in the morning and there will be
people sitting on both sides of the hallway, and you, literally, can’t get through here,” Becca Costello, a graduate
accounting major, said.
Keisha Rhoades, also a graduate accounting major, considers it a lucky find if she gets a seat at a table or bench.
“It’s like you got to run; it’s a race to get a seat in here,”
Rhoades said, adding that this is especially true when COB
300 students have group projects to do.
The 300-level courses focus mainly on group work.
Showker contains only six group study rooms, which makes
it a struggle for students to find a room after class to work.
Bobby Bruno, a sophomore finance major, said he avoids
the crowd altogether by going back to his room to study.
“I mean, I think we could go with a bigger building
because a lot of times there are not enough computers
upstairs,” Bruno said. “I like the class size, I just think we

need more classrooms.”
Study spaces are so limited, students can often be found
in the P.O.D. Express makeshift study room on the ground
floor of Showker.
“Students just kind of make-do … They either find a
space or go to the library,” said Student Advisory Council
member and senior finance major Scott Salopek.
Salopek said that when the council was vetting the new
dean of the College of Business, the lack of space was a
forefront issue that was brought up regularly in interviews
with candidates. He also hopes that the administration and
faculty have taken notice of the problem.
“Any given semester you probably have 400 students
going through COB 300, and that class is entirely group
[work],” Salopek said. “You are meeting two or three times
a week for an hour or more at a time. When you have that
many students, and there are a like five or six students in a
group. And you know, that’s a lot of students trying to meet
in these small rooms.”
Salopek expressed how hard it is to do something now
but hopefully, with the growth of the COB program, hopefully changes will be addressed in the future.
In a previous interview with The Breeze, Mary Gowan,
the new dean of the COB, said there’s been discussion of
replacing Showker with a new building. Showker, Gowan

said, was built in 1991 for 2,100 students. There are about
3,500 students currently enrolled in the COB.
Other COB programs, like the School of Hospitality, Sport
and Recreation School of Leadership Studies, are housed
in other buildings around campus.
Gowan added that it would probably be at least five years
until construction on a new building starts.
“We’re hoping we’re going to be hearing about that in
the very near future,” she said. “[Upper administrators]
know it’s high on our radar for needing a new building
and they understand the need for it. They’re already looking at what that would involve and are already looking at
possible locations.”
COB has also been getting more attention from guest
employers as it continues to grow each year.
Companies such as Deloitte, the biggest employer of JMU
business graduates; Capitol One, Microsoft, IBM and others
are all heavily recruiting business students.
According to Bloomberg Businessweek, JMU ranked 11th
for the best public undergraduate business program. JMU
also came in 29th place up from 32nd in 2012 nationwide
for its business program.
Contact Chris Kent at kent2cm@dukes.jmu.edu.

Streams | Clean water for all
from front

Cameron said Friends of the
Shenandoah Mountain has
received endorsements from
more than 100 local businesses, including restaurants like
the Artful Dodger and Clementine Cafe.
On Sept. 21, she attended
the Mountain Stream Symposium II, an all-day event in
the Bioscience Building where
speakers from JMU, the University of Virginia and activists
from various environmental
groups presented brought
awareness to the state of the
Shenandoah Valley’s mountain streams.
Cameron didn’t speak
at the event, but she set up
posters and spoke to attendees about her organization’s
cause.
Cameron said these areas
are currently facing a number of environmental threats,
including the possibility of
being developed into drilling
or hydrofracking sites for natural gas. Cameron explained
that most of George Washington National Forest is
underlain by Marcellus Shale,
a type of rock containing

natural gas reserves.
Hydrofracking is a process in
which large amounts of water
and harmful chemicals are
put into the ground in order to
expose and extract natural gas
from deep underground. The
chemicals, Cameron added,
are known to be harmful to
humans and nature.
Assistant biology professor
Christine May, who helped
organize the symposium,
said hydrofracking wasn’t the
focus of the symposium, but
it’s important for scientists,
activists and the community
to continue the conversation
about conserving mountain
streams. She added that she’d
like to see another Mountain
Stream Symposium held.
“This is my home now, so I
care greatly about the ecosystems that I’m living in,” May
said. “But also as a scientist
that studies freshwater systems, this is consistent with
the work I’ve done.”
In 2007, R & R Royalty LTD,
a company based in Corpus
Christi, Texas, began leasing land in the forest with
the interest and intention of
developing it for natural gas,
according to Cameron. The

company hasn’t physically
built anything yet.
“Our proposal is to protect
it now before things like this
start,” Cameron said.
R & R Royalties, were contacted, but could not be
reached by press time.
‘The [natural gas] industry
says it’s safe,” Cameron said.
“But when you drill down, if
there are any cracks, there’s
potential for chemicals to get
into the groundwater … the
flowback could get back to
the surface.”
Cameron said ever since
she retired from JMU, she’s
dedicated her time to the
cause to protect the national
forest land, and make it illegal for companies to drill for
natural gas there.
“What makes the Shenandoah Valley so special is the
absence of too much human
development,” she said. “We
get to enjoy clean streams,
scenic beauty, and it’s ideal
for a variety of lifeforms — we
need to keep positive values
in mind and keep out things
that would destroy them.”
Contact IJ Chan at
breezenews@gmail.com.

Visitors | JMU gets national
recognition for projects and faculty
from front

Also, the Southern Association of Colleges and
Schools, the organization that accredits JMU,
didn’t have suggestions for JMU for improvement, for the first time in university history.
“They [SACS] noted our strong culture here at
JMU,” Alger said.
Bill Hawk, chair of the Madison Collaborative,
and Lori Pyle, associate chair, presented the “It’s
Complicated” video that was shown to all freshmen. The video puts viewers in a hypothetical
situation where they must rescue two towns
from a total of more than half a dozen towns in
a hurricane.
In a group setting during 1787 Orientation,
freshmen had to decide who to rescue. At the
end of the event, student had to say why certain
locations were picked and discuss it with a larger
group of people.
Other schools are starting to create QEP initiatives like JMU.
JMU’s current reputation was presented by
Associate Vice President of Communications
and Marketing Andy Perrine. He explained the
growth and impact of JMU’s name nation-wide.

“We are on the cusp of national recognition,”
Perrine said. “We are a hybrid as a liberal arts
and research university. We want to hold to our
core principles and improve with new ideas.”
JMU received 3,000 more applications last
year than Virginia Tech and around the same
number as University of Virginia, according to
Perrine.
After hearing and approving committee reports
from athletics, audit, development, education,
student life and finance departments, Alger gave
a report on the university and its growth.
Alger summarized the current construction
projects ongoing on campus and gave recognition to professors and faculty who have gained
national recognition.
During the closed session, four residential locations were purchased. 601 Hickory
Hill Drive was purchased for $282,500, 600
Locust Hill Drive for $246,500, 609 Locust
Hill Drive for $250,000 and 717 S. Mason
St. for $1,550,000. It’s unclear as to what
JMU plans to do with the new purchases.
Contact Liz Dsurney at
breezenews@gmail.com.
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Briana Ellison | contributing columnist

Letter to the Editor

Government shutdown causes Americans to suffer

Support women, not their racks

Millions are out of work due to a ridiculous stalemate between the two parties that refuse to compromise
As a democratic nation, the
United States prides itself on having a
government that serves the people.
Yet for the past week, Americans
have been government-less. At
midnight on Tuesday Oct. 1, the
U.S. government shut down as
the result of a stalemate between
the House and Senate. The United
States’ debt is increasing at an
alarming rate, and both local and
national security have become
primary issues, yet the shutdown
continues.
In case you’re lost, the
government is closed because it
needs to pass bills to keep funding
and the two political parties can’t
agree on what bill to pass. The
House, which is controlled by
Republicans, passed a bill that
delayed Obamacare for one year
and repealed a tax on medical
devices. The Senate, which is
controlled by Democrats, rejected

that bill. The two parties still can’t
come to an agreement and the
President has decided to take a
“hands-off” approach to the issue.
Now, according to The
Washington Post, 800,000
federal employees are out of
work indefinitely. So while
numerous and hardworking
federal employees have been
furloughed, many politicians are
still getting paid. With the national
unemployment rate already at
8 percent, furloughing 800,000
people is devastating. These federal
employees may have a job to return
to, but with the indefinite duration
of this shutdown their financial
state is uncertain.
However, possibly the largest
issues caused by the government
shutdown are those concerning
security. Last Wednesday there
was a deadly bus crash in
Knoxville, Tenn. that killed eight

Darts & Pats are anonymously submitted and printed on a space-available basis.
Submissions creatively depict a given situation, person or event and do not necessarily reflect the truth.

Submit Darts & Pats at breezejmu.org

An “other-guys-should-takenote” pat to the ROTC guy who
gave up his seat on a very crowded
Route 14 bus to Memorial Hall.
From a student who is happy to
have you represent our school and
country.
A “live-long-and-prosper”
pat to the girl I saw in Starbucks
wearing a “Star Trek” T-shirt.
From a senior who thought she
was the lone Trekkie in the JMU
universe.

An “is-it-really-Octoberalready?” dart to the school year
for going too fast.
From a fifth-year grad student
who knows just how quickly May
will come.
A “way-to-stifle-creativity”
dart to JMU for painting the tunnel
purple with a weirdly off-putting
saying.
From a theatre girl who loved the
color and messages that chalked the
tunnel each week by the students.

people. Although tragic accidents
like this happen every day, the
prominent issue is that since the
crash occurred one day after the
government shutdown, it will not
be investigated by the National
Transportation Safety Board.
No matter how imperative this
investigation is, it is not going
to happen until the government
shutdown ends, and the loved ones
of the crash victims will have to
wait for closure.
This is indicative of the lack of
progress that has ensued since the
government shutdown. American
citizens are worried, as it is unclear
what their role is in the absence
of their own government. Many
people turn to the government in
times of conflict and insecurity.
But where do they turn when the
government is the source of the
conflict?
It is imperative that we attempt

A “thanks-for-everythingyou-do” pat to the health
sciences faculty.
From a senior who wouldn’t be
applying to grad school without
your guidance.
A “you’re-crazy-but-welove-you-for-it” pat to IJ Chan
for having more than 100 stories
published in The Breeze in two
years.
From the newsroom staffers who
appreciate everything you do.
A “calm-down” dart to the
woman who called me a “dumb
b----” because I was a little too far
over when she was pulling into the
North 38 parking lot.
From a student who was
having a bad enough day as it
was.

to eliminate the possibility of this
happening again. This shutdown
isn’t the first in our nation’s history,
(there have been 17 in the past 50
years) but it should be the last.
Neither side can expect a bill
to reflect exactly what they want.
They are disgruntled by the fact
that their ideal plan is not overly
popular, so they believe refusing to
compromise will solve the problem.
Our politicians need to realize that
the way to please their constituents
is through compromise or else
our country and government will
continue to cave at the first sign of
conflict.
A situation like a government
shutdown is not worth the suffering
endured by the American citizens.
Briana Ellison is a freshman
media arts and design-declared
major. Contact Briana at
ellisobr@dukes.jmu.edu.

A “you-are-a-glorioushuman-being” pat to Jeremiah
from Court Square Coffee
who gave my roommate and I
free pumpkin scones after we
thought you had closed up shop.
From a junior who is always
taken aback by your kindness and
can’t wait to go back and see you.
An “it’s-people-likeyou-who-make-me-lovelibraries” pat to the library
assistant at Carrier Library who,
after I told him that the DVD I
needed to watch for class was
water damaged, signed me into
his own Netflix account so I
could watch it there.
From a very, very grateful
student who only watched
that one movie and signed out
immediately to protect your
account.

Everyone would agree that there’s
nothing sexy about being sick. No
one has ever claimed, “I have a
cold, look at how red my nose is, I
feel so beautiful!” This is why I was
shocked to receive an email about
T-shirts being sold by one of the
sororities that proudly proclaim,
“Support My Rack.”
Now I admit this isn’t the first
time I’ve seen this T-shirt and
when I first saw it I shrugged it off
as bad taste and put it in the same
column as, “Save the Ta-tas.” But
I’ve come to find out that this shirt
is actually being sold on campus,
too. Frankly, I am shocked. On a
campus that is primarily female
I would have expected more
sensitivity to the sickness that
affects so many women and their
families.
Since when did breasts
become more important than
women? Awareness has always
been the key to detecting and
treating cancer. So why is breast
cancer more about the breasts
than the woman herself? When
does awareness cross the line into
bad taste?
The slogans are cute, but can
also be very painful considering
that there are women who have
to have their breasts removed due
to cancer. Wouldn’t it be better to
have a shirt with actual awareness
facts? Cute might be funny, but
their lasting impact and ability to
make people think is slim.
Now, I’m sure that the sorority
selling this shirt had their hearts
in the right places. The T-shirt
probably seemed like a cute and
fun way to raise awareness. Kudos
to them, but I think they could have
raised awareness in another way,
another slogan could have been
picked. There is absolutely nothing
sexy about breast cancer, and
instead of celebrating breasts, we
should be celebrating the women
who have survived, those who have
died and teaching people how to
fight back.
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Governor’s race:
College Republicans versus College Democrats
Republicans

Democrats

A Republican
Virginia

McAuliffe’s
big plan

Election season is heating up in
Virginia as we approach the onemonth mark until voters across the
Commonwealth cast their ballots for
the statewide offices of governor, lt.
governor, attorney general and all
100 members of the Virginia House
of Delegates. This year’s governor’s
race is being touted, correctly so,
as the most significant race in the
nation. It features former Democratic National Committee Chair
Terry McAuliffe and current Virginia Attorney General Ken Cuccinelli.
In light of all the ads that have
unfairly attacked Cuccinelli, it’s
important to clear the air on a few
things. While Cuccinelli is a social
conservative and has championed
pro-life issues throughout his career,
he by no means hates women or
thinks women are inferior. What it
boils down to for Cuccinelli is an
honest disagreement with democrats on when life begins. Most
importantly, McAuliffe and the
democrats are overly stressing social
issues in this election while the
republicans are focusing on more
important issues like the economy.

On Nov. 5 the national spotlight will
sit solely upon Virginia, as the country
eagerly awaits the results of Virginia’s
hotly-contested gubernatorial election
between Democratic candidate Terry
McAuliffe and Republican candidate
Ken Cuccinelli. While New Jersey
is also engaged in a gubernatorial
election this fall, the incumbent
Governor Chris Christie is expected
to win in a landslide, leaving Virginia
the only major competitive election
in the country. McAuliffe’s stance on
education, job creation and social
equality make him the candidate
better suited to lead Virginia in 2014
and beyond.
McAuliffe’s platform centers on
increasing opportunities for education
and job creation. At the K-12 level,
McAuliffe plans to significantly reform
the Standards of Learning tests, as he
believes their current configuration
does not adequately assess the
performance of teachers or students.
Creativity is needed in the classroom
to prepare students for the everdiversifying workplace, and reforming
the SOLs would give teachers more
autonomy in the classroom to help
foster a creative atmosphere for
students.
McAuliffe also expressed the need
for more investment in Virginia’s
public education system. Virginia
is currently the seventh wealthiest
state in the country according to The
Washington Post, but only ranks 35th
in per-student spending, which is
unacceptable. Cuccinelli has proposed
to amend the Virginia Constitution to
allow funds currently spent on public
education to be used to fund private
and religious schools in the state.

V.
				
				
Courtesy of Ken Cuccinelli For Governor

				
				
Courtesy of Terry McAuliffe for Governor

While Cuccinelli is a
social conservative and
has championed prolife issues throughout
his career, he by no
means hates women
or thinks women are
inferior. What it boils
down to for Cuccinelli is
an honest disagreement
with democrats on
when life begins.
The democrats continue to accuse
Cuccinelli of having an “extreme
social agenda,” but if Cuccinelli is
elected governor he will focus on
jobs and education as he has set forward in numerous policy roll-outs.
These policies include reducing
the individual income tax rate from
5.75 percent to 5 percent and reducing the business income tax from 6
percent to 4 percent. This is what
should matter to young Virginians.
Conversely, McAuliffe is a failed
businessman who is only politically relevant because he was able to
befriend Hillary and Bill Clinton early
on and was the chief fundraiser during
Clinton’s presidency. He also chaired
Hillary’s campaign for president in
2008. He has been running a smear
campaign against Cuccinelli using
millions of dollars of out-of-state funding that he has been able to direct to
his campaign. He has only lived in Virginia since the 1990s and is the kind of
person who is only in politics for personal gain. To elect him would be a
huge mistake for the state of Virginia.
That said, there is another important
race many have not heard about: the
race to succeed Cuccinelli as attorney
general. The republican candidate for
attorney general is State Senator Mark
D. Obenshain, who is from right here in
Harrisonburg. His daughter, Tucker, is
a December 2012 graduate of JMU and
Mark previously served on the JMU
Board of Visitors for eight years. There
is not a more down-to-earth or dedicated public servant in Virginia than
Sen. Obenshain.
Since receiving the republican nomination in May, he has campaigned
relentlessly to bring his message to
voters, which focuses on the issues that
matter most to Virginians. He is concerned with creating safer communities
in Virginia and his most notable policy
rollouts have been on reforming human
trafficking prosecution (which is not yet
a stand-alone felony in Virginia), curbing elder abuse and setting forth ethical
guidelines for state politicians.
There is only one political party
in Virginia that can ensure Virginia
remains the No. 1 Best State for Business as it was just ranked by Forbes,
and that is the Republican Party. We
may not get too much love on college
campuses across the nation, but we
are the party of jobs, and who doesn’t
want one of those?

While McAuliffe has
pledged to fight for
women’s rights as
governor, his opponent
has committed countless
encroachments on the
rights of Virginia women.
				
				
Graphic Courtesy of Jillian Paul / The Breeze

Statistics are from The Washington Post’s Sept. 23 poll. “Meet Ken” and “Meet Terry” information is from each candidate’s campaigning website.

Contact the JMU College
Republicans at jmucrs@gmail.com.

Editorial
Policies

The Breeze
MSC 6805 G1
Anthony-Seeger Hall
Harrisonburg, VA 22807
breezeopinion@gmail.com

Contact the JMU College Democrats
at jmudemocrats@gmail.com.

The Breeze welcomes and encourages readers to voice their opinions
through letters and guest columns. Letters must be no longer than 250
words. Guest columns must be no more than 650 words.
The Breeze reserves the right to edit submissions for length, grammar and
if material is libelous, factually inaccurate or unclear. The Breeze assumes
the rights to any published work. Opinions expressed in this page, with the
exception of editorials, are not necessarily those of The Breeze or its staff.
Letters and guest columns should be submitted in print or via e-mail
and must include name, phone number, major/year if author is a current
student (or year of graduation), professional title (if applicable) and place
of residence if author is not a JMU student.

He’s also proposed a tax plan that
would strip public education funding
by almost $500 million (if he failed
to make up the cost through the
elimination of tax loopholes). The
result of these two plans would be the
loss of thousands of teaching jobs in
the state, which would further cripple
Virginia’s public education system.
While McAuliffe has pledged to
fight for women’s rights as governor,
his opponent has committed
countless encroachments on
the rights of Virginia women. As
governor, McAuliffe has vowed
to not support any legislation
that would restrict women’s
access to birth control, including
“personhood” bills, which
Cuccinelli sponsored when he was
in the Virginia Senate. These bills
state that life begins at conception
and seem to suggest that forms
of contraceptives such as the pill
could be deemed illegal. Women’s
lives could be endangered as the
bill could lead to the prohibition
of termination of life-threatening
pregnancies.
Cuccinelli was one of only three
attorney generals in the entire
United States who refused to sign
a letter encouraging Congress to
reauthorize the Violence Against
Women Act. The act provides
a number of programs such as
funding for victim assistance
services and legal aid for survivors
of domestic violence. As governor,
McAuliffe has vowed to accept and
implement the Medicaid expansion
of the Affordable Care Act that
would allow healthcare access to
more than 400,000 Virginians and
Virginia’s Plan First Program that
provides access to birth control and
family planning services for women,
but Cuccinelli has vowed to reject it.
McAuliffe would promote and
protect women’s rights. He’s
promised to work across party
lines in order to do what is best
for Virginia. He will stand up for
the rights of all Virginians and will
continue Virginia’s progressive
march.
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Family business by the book
Green Valley Book Fair brings thousands of works under one roof for the fall season
By JOANNA MORELLI
The Breeze

Overpriced bookstore prices beginning to get to
you? Don’t worry — if you’re looking for a cheap
read this semester, the Green Valley Book Fair has
you covered.
Located only 15 minutes away from JMU in
Mount Crawford, Va., the Green Valley Book Fair
is back in its usual swing, running from Oct. 5 to
Oct. 20. The fair features a plethora of lesser known
books as well as currently popular titles.
The origin of the book fair links back to a family
tradition: Michele Branner, manager of Green Valley Book Fair, said her parents started the book fair
in 1970. Upon their retirement in the early 2000s,
she took over the family business.
“My dad collected old books. He collected them
so much that he had to sell them; the idea evolved
from that,” Branner said.
The book fair runs for brief periods of time
throughout the year so that the book fair can
restock and update to appeal to different crowds.
The book fair, now located in two connected
warehouses, used to be in the family’s old barn.
The top floor was initially used for the shop, but it
quickly expanded to the lower floor of the barn —
an area that used to be cattle stalls.
Many of the books at the fair are titles that book
stores do not sell or want any longer and have
returned to publishers. The publishers sell the
books at a much lower price than usual, making
it easy for the book fair to guarantee customers
not only a great selection of titles, but reasonable
prices.
The books arrive at the farm in tractor trailer
loads containing roughly 500,000 books; the titles
are mixed together and must be sorted through. A
tremendous amount of work goes into this flourishing family business.
“I spend a lot of time moving books from place

MEGAN TRINDELL / THE BREEZE

Green Valley Book Fair is housed inside a barn in Mount Crawford. It opened
on Saturday and will run until Oct. 20. It will reopen in November.

to place,” Reagan Neese, an employee of Green Valley
Book Fair for 19 years, said. “I can remember times
sheltering books from torrential storms.”
Neese explained during one storm, the employees
put tarps up to shelter the books and had to stand
with them throughout the storm.
The book fair staff’s diligent work does not go to
waste, as the book fair brings in hundreds of customers every season. Saturday’s opening at 10 a.m.
boasted lines of at least 20 people awaiting the fair’s
opening at each of the two warehouses’ entrances.
“I’m starting to build my library for my profession. All of my teachers recommended coming here
for the great selection and prices.” Dakota Gagliardi,
a junior interdisciplinary liberal studies major, said.
The book fair maintains a loyal following, despite
many changes such as the transition of reading mediums from solid to virtual. To keep customers, the
fair now sells different kinds of merchandise, such
as T-shirts and even sets of geometric blocks to help
teach children math skills.
“We’ve been trying to change a lot; we’ve been trying to get current and new merchandise. We’ve been
trying to get some sideline things, such as housewares,” Branner said. “People don’t read books as
much, so we have calendars and things like that that
we get from the same places as the books.”
Despite the book fair’s changes, a true following of
book lovers is always present.
“People out there still like the actual books themselves — something to have and to hold. Even with
all the new technology, I have the feeling that books
won’t ever go away,” Neese said.
The Green Valley Book Fair is open until Oct. 20;
Monday through Thursday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Friday
through Saturday, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., and Sunday, noon
to 5 p.m. The next opening of the book fair will be
Nov. 29 through Dec. 15, just in time for the holidays.
CONTACT Joanna Morelli at
morelljr@dukes.jmu.edu.

Surviving space
Sandra Bullock’s latest extraterrestrial
thriller ‘Gravity’ leaves audience in awe

COURTESY OF MCT CAMPUS

“Gravity” portrays a woman’s attempted escape from reality to space.
By TRAVIS BARBOUR
contributing writer

“Ground control to Major Tom, take your protein pills and put
your helmet on,” because “Gravity” will leave you breathless.
Sandra Bullock and George Clooney star in Alfonso
Cuaron’s visually stunning, emotional masterpiece as
astronauts who get caught in the middle of a debris storm
while working on the Hubble Telescope. The film follows
their breathtaking, nerve-wracking struggle for survival in the
harsh, unforgiving backdrop of space.
Though “Gravity” isn’t a film
Gravity
about ideas and concepts like
“2001: A Space Odyssey,” it provides

equally outstanding imagery.
‘PG-13’ 90 min.
There’s so much technical mastery
Starring Sandra Bullock,
in this film that I wouldn’t be
George Clooney, Ed Harris
surprised if it swept the awards. The
sound design alone is phenomenal. The filmmakers went to great
lengths to ensure the viewer was totally immersed in the silence of
space, and their efforts were not in vain.
There were numerous times I had to remind myself that this
wasn’t shot in space. With minimal background music, the
audience is forced to focus on the silence with the astronauts’
voices and breathing.
Bullock delivers her best performance yet as Dr. Ryan Stone,
a woman who’s been through a tragic event and chooses space
as her way to escape. Some of her lines felt slightly cheesy, but it
seems clear that the writer only included them to appease those
who may be growing weary of the terrifying silence. However,
the intensity of the film was amplified by the lack of dialogue,
allowing the audience to focus on the spectacle progressing the
story forward.
Cinematographer Emmanuel Lubezki effectively made me feel
like I was floating right there along with the characters, feeling
equally as helpless. Not only was I rooting for Stone to survive,
but I felt as if I was personally fighting for my life alongside her.
Because of this, this is one of the most emotionally taxing films I
have ever seen in my life. I felt physically and mentally exhausted
walking out of the theater but that doesn’t make “Gravity” any
less than amazing.
Though there is little dialogue in the film, the tension is everpresent, keeping you on the edge of your seat … and that’s in 2-D!
I’m sure that seeing this film in 3-D is an absolutely terrifying
yet beautiful experience. I’d wager it is scarier than any horror
movie in the past couple years. I’ll tell you one thing, I seriously
recanted every desire my younger self had to be an astronaut.
Like “2001,” “Gravity” asserts the notion that when it comes
to space, the human race really are like babies who need to
relearn everything they’ve ever known, like moving and eating.
One of the most stunning shots of the movie is simply Sandra
Bullock floating in the fetal position with a tether cord for her
space suit floating behind her resembling an umbilical cord, thus
enhancing this idea.
All in all, this film truly is a remarkable triumph in movie
technology and will rightfully take its place among the best
space movies ever made.
CONTACT Travis Barbour at barboutw@dukes.jmu.edu.

TRIXIE HADDON / THE BREEZE

THEPhilMASTER
Vassar hosted his master class in Wilson Hall on Friday. During the class, Vassar discussed his history with

songwriting and advised students hoping to make it in the music industry. More than 40 students attended the master
class. Vassar performed two concerts last weekend, on Thursday and Friday, for Family Weekend.

Sports

WANT MORE OF
THE CARR REPORT?

The full document is available at breezejmu.org.
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FOOTBALL (4-2)

Dukes
too
much
for
Danes
JMU keeps Albany out of
end zone until third quarter,
roll in Family Weekend win
MATT SCHMACHTENBERG / THE BREEZE

Junior wide receiver Daniel Brown scored three touchdowns against Albany Sunday, tying the Bridgeforth and school records for receiving touchdowns by an individual player in a single game.
By WAYNE EPPS JR.
The Breeze

The Dukes had little problem waking up for their first
afternoon game of the season Saturday.
JMU (4-2, 1-1 CAA) struck early and fast Saturday at
Bridgeforth Stadium. The Dukes scored on three of their
first four drives, didn’t allow a touchdown until the third
quarter and racked up 460 yards of offense to beat the
University of Albany 40-13 (1-5, 0-2 CAA).
“That’s what happens when we execute. We come out
and do what we did the first half, put up a pretty good
amount of points fairly easily,” sophomore quarterback
Michael Birdsong said. “We did what we wanted with
the ball. That’s the way it should be right there.”
Redshirt junior wide receiver Daniel Brown and
redshirt senior running back Dae’Quan Scott combined
for five of JMU’s six touchdowns and made marks in
JMU’s record books in the process.
Brown caught five passes for 86 yards and three
touchdowns. That wasn’t only a career-high touchdown
count for him, it also tied JMU’s single-game record
for individual receiving touchdowns in a game. And it
tied the record for most touchdown receptions by an
individual in Bridgeforth Stadium history.
“[Brown] knows how to get open, he knows how to
get defenders off of him and he’s pretty fast for a big guy
like that too,” Birdsong said. “Sneaks up on you, most
people don’t expect it.”
At 6-5 and 220 pounds, Brown is the tallest and
heaviest receiver on the team. He’s emerged as a
favorite target for Birdsong and leads JMU with 23
catches for 392 yards and four touchdowns receiving.
Brown’s stature often creates a mismatch for
opposing defensive backs, and he’s become an asset on
jump balls and other passes downfield.
“He has as much deep-ball skills, maybe the best I’ve

ever [coached],” head coach Mickey Matthews said. “He
has long arms, he can jump, he’s really playing well.”
Scott continued his quest through the JMU record
book, becoming the career scoring leader with a threeyard touchdown early in the second quarter. After his
second touchdown in the fourth quarter, Scott ended
the afternoon with 240 career points scored, passing
place-kicker David Rabil’s (2003-06) 231.
His 87 yards rushing on 19 carries also put him
over 3,000 career rushing yards (3,023). Scott remains
in third place on JMU’s all-time list behind Rodney
Landers’ (2005-08) 3,477.
But those numbers aren’t something that Scott is
thinking about.
“I feel fine, it’s just a number though,” Scott said. “I
didn’t even know I was about to break it. But it feels
good to have that under my belt, but it doesn’t really
mean anything.”
Scott’s backup, true freshman running back Khalid
Abdullah, put together the best performance of his
young career in his third career game. Abdullah
rushed for 87 yards on 13 carries and he had a 38yard touchdown run for JMU’s first score of the game,
breaking at least four tackles on his way to the end zone.
“He’s really strong, to be so young, his muscles-havemuscles kind of kid,” Matthews said. “That’s kind of the
best way to describe him.”
Redshirt freshman linebacker Gage Steele stole
the show defensively, collecting 18 total tackles (13
unassisted) and a sack. Steele trails only redshirt senior
linebacker Stephon Robertson for the team lead in
tackles this season with 62. Robertson has 72.
“It’s been awesome, it’s been a great experience,”
Steele said. “Playing with the team, from watching them
last year to coming out and being able to do work with
them.”
The Dukes only allowed one field goal to Albany until

MEN’S SOCCER (4-4-1)

Dukes fall 2-1
Midfielder Steven Mashinski had
the Dukes’ only goal Sunday in
their first conference matchup
against Northeastern. All three
scoring plays occured within
the first 10 minutes, leaving the
Dukes to struggle for a comeback
for the remainder of the game.

>> Check out the full game
story at breezejmu.org.
MATT SCHMACHTENBERG / THE BREEZE

two minutes to play in the third quarter. The only other
points the Great Danes got came on a safety called after
Birdsong was charged with intentional grounding on a
pass from the end zone on the drive following Albany’s
touchdown.
Ahead by two scores (26-13) going into the fourth
quarter, the Dukes added two more touchdowns to pad
the lead and assure a win on Family Weekend.
JMU had a couple of miscues on special teams —
redshirt senior place-kicker Cameron Starke missed an
extra point and a field goal for the second straight week.
But he’s suffering from a nagging groin issue and pulled
himself in favor of redshirt sophomore kicker Graham
Sharples after missing the 44-yard field goal in the third
quarter.
“We may need to make a change,” Matthews said.
“[Starke’s] not kicking very well. The other kid, Graham,
has really always pushed him in practice, and I’ll have
to see where we are.”
Matthews said following Tuesday’s practice that the
team needed to “develop more of a killer instinct” to
finish off opponents after losing a 19-7 halftime lead in
last week’s 29-22 loss at the University of Delaware.
With Albany within striking distance after its
touchdown and safety, Matthews was pleased with how
JMU closed out the game.
“When we had to play tonight, we did,” Matthews
said.
Next up for JMU is the University of Richmond (2-3, 0-1
CAA). The Spiders were idle this week but lost their conference opener 28-22 at home against the University of Maine
on Sept. 28. Kickoff is scheduled for 3:30 p.m. Saturday at
Bridgeforth on what is also Cancer Awareness Day for the
Dukes.
CONTACT Wayne Epps Jr. at
breezesports@gmail.com.

CARR | Future in FBS?
from front

“Even where we are
today, in our current
league, we’re behind,”
Bourne said.
JMU’s tennis courts are
another area the report
stresses in its facilities recommendations. It says that
two courts should be added
and the existing courts
should be resurfaced in
the short term. In the long
term, eight new outdoor
courts and an indoor tennis
facility are recommended.
One aspect of the
report that surprised JMU
administration was that
the school wouldn’t have
to add another women’s
sport if it joined an FBS
conference to stay in compliance with Title IX. JMU
is in compliance with Test
I of Title IX in that it has
“substantial proportionality between the rates of
participation of male and
female student-athletes
and the enrollment rates of
male and female students.”
Regarding JMU’s overall
student body, 40.9 percent
of students are male and
40.3 percent of JMU’s student-athletes are male.
Then 59.1 percent of JMU’s
overall student body is
female and 59.7 percent of
JMU’s student athletes are
female.
CarrSports will return to
JMU in two weeks to continue work on the school’s
strategic plan. That work
is already paid for as part
of the $79,000 bill for the

report — which was paid
for by the JMU Foundation,
a private donantion fund.
Administration received
the final report Thursday
night ahead of Friday’s
Board of Visitors meeting, during which the
report was discussed in
closed session. After it
was released to the public
Friday evening, administration is hoping to learn from
the feedback that it gets on
the report.
A special faculty senate
meeting will be held Oct.
17 to discuss the report
and the issue of a potential
move to FBS. Bourne and
King along with Bill Carr,
the president of CarrSports, and his associates
will be present to go over
the report and answer
questions.
“For me right now, it’s
education and feedback.
Let’s make sure that everybody understands clearly
what it is that we’re talking
about,” Bourne said. “And
let’s make sure everybody
has a chance to get back
and respond to us.”
In the meantime, Bourne
is pleased with CarrSports’
work.
“I think they’ve done a
marvelous job,” Bourne
said. “I think they’ve been
very thorough.”
Access the report in its
entirety at breezejmu.org/
sports.
CONTACT Wayne Epps
Jr. at breezesports@
gmail.com.
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Classifieds
JAMES MCHONE JEWLERY
“Where JMU buys their diamonds”

Platinum 1.48cts Diamond Ring
Center Diamond GIA Certified 1.04cts G VS1

Wanted
Gymnastics Instructors: Harrisonburg Parks
& Recreation is looking for
gymnastics instructors for
Monday & Wednesday afternoons. Call 540-433-9168 for
more info.

Wedding band - genre
open, danceable preferred,
outdoor venue April 26th,
30 mins from JMU. Music
students encouraged. Call
JMU 568-4527.

This Week $4,900
!

*All of our diamonds are graded by an on staff GIA Diamond Graduate
Visit us at 75 S. Court Square Harrisonburg or www.mchonejewelry.com
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